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When we use the term „consciousness‟ to define the specific psychological states of mind, the 

simple questions however may be raised, from where consciousness is originated? who is 

conscious being? What is the object of consciousness? Who is the subject of consciousness? 

How can it be possible from unconscious external entities?  What is nature of consciousness? 

What is the importance of consciousness? - for satisfactory answers regarding the questions, 

the three things are related to the above questions, these are the conscious mind (subject of 

consciousness), objects of consciousness and the process of consciousness. In psychology, 

there are different levels of mind: conscious, unconscious and sub-conscious. Similarly, there 

are different levels of consciousness: empirical consciousness, pure consciousness, super-

natural consciousness, etc. and in the different levels of consciousness both being and 

becoming are very closely related to each other. According to modern interpretation of 

Yogācāra Buddhism, without being becoming is not possible and without becoming being 

cannot be manifested as pure. Individual being cannot acquire the experience without 

becoming. In Advita Vedānta, Sankarāchārya has advocated the view of ultimate reality as a 

pure-consciousness. According to him, there are three stages of consciousness – dreamless 

sleep consciousness, dream consciousness and walking consciousness. The dreamless deep-

sleep consciousness is a pure consciousness, but this view is not accepted by the Ramanuja. 

(V. N. Misra, Science of Consciousness, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi, 2014, pp.134-

36) 

However, psychology is not considered as only branch where consciousness is studied; 

rather consciousness is a very important subject-matter in the field of philosophy of mind, 

especially in the domain of Indian philosophy. It is considered as the philosophy of 

consciousness where consciousness is discussed in the different ways. In Upanisad, the word 

„citta‟ refers to the consciousness, sometimes it is defined as pure consciousness. It is not the 

external state of mind, but obviously an internal state of mind which, according to 

Vivekananda, is self-consciousness of the supra-conscious level where we can realize the 

essence of knowledge or the reality. Kaṭha Upaniṣad says,  

                                

                                            ॥ (1/3/10) 

“Indriyebhyaḥ parā hyarthā arthebhyaśca paraṁ manaḥ; Manasastu parā 

buddhirbuddherātmā mahānparaḥ.” - (Kaṭha Upaniṣad, I/ iii/ 10). 

To explain the verse, Swami Vivekananda said, “The sense-objects are higher than the 

sense, and the mind is higher than the sense-objects; but the intellect is higher than the mind, 

and the Great Soul is the higher than the intellect.” (Quoted from The Idealistic Philosophy 

of Swami Vivekananda, by G. Ranjit Sharma, Atlantic Publishers and Distributors, New 

Delhi, 1987, p. 159). According to Vivekananda, intuition is not separate from pure self. Pure 
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self and pure consciousness are not different, the pure self in its own nature is ultimately pure 

consciousness.  

As a great Indian contemporary thinker, Tagore follows the philosophy of Vedas and 

Upaniṣadas as the main sources of Indian spiritual thoughts and he clearly mentions the two 

things – soul-consciousness and self-consciousness as the two ways of realization. From the 

general point of view, an ordinary man having his self-consciousness becomes a great man 

by his soul-consciousness. Here, he tries to say that self-consciousness makes a platform for 

soul-consciousness by which human being can realize his true nature. In this regard, S. 

Radhakrishnan said, “Not through intellect, but through the immediate consciousness we 

have of our own volition, we attain to awareness of reality.” (S. Radhakrishnan, The Idealist 

View of Life, p. 141.) When Einstein met Tagore for an intellectually riveting conversation 

regarding the realization of truth (science), beauty and consciousness, he said, “The problem 

begins whether truth is independent of our consciousness.” Tagore replied,” What we call 

truth lies in the rational harmony between the subjective and objective aspects of reality, both 

of which belong to the super-personal man.” According to Tagore, there is a conflict between 

appearance and reality; in the apprehension of truth, there is an eternal conflict between an 

individual mind and the universal mind. In Sādhanā, Tagore finally accepted the Upaniṣadic 

concept of ultimate reality as the purely conscious being which is called paramātmā (the 

Supreme Soul). The great man (Mahātmā) is a man of consciousness, a man of great soul, 

and a great personality is a man of humanity. Due to ignorance or the lack of knowledge, one 

cannot realize his real nature or the reality of his soul. Through the perfection of 

consciousness (the intuition of our Soul-consciousness), one becomes Buddha.  

Mahatma Gandhi admits spiritual consciousness. According to him, „God is truth and 

truth is God, truth is not a material quality, but pure-consciousness‟. The supreme law which 

rules the whole universe is the reality – the truth and the pure-consciousness. Sri Aurobindo 

– the great Indian spiritual philosopher also accepted the Vedantic concept of Brahman (the 

ultimate reality as the pure –conscious- blissful entity- saccidananda). According to him, in 

the realm of cosmic consciousness there is a meeting place of physical matter and mental 

spirit, where matter becomes real to the spirit and spirit becomes real to the mater. He admits 

the different transformation of consciousness, for example, transformation of consciousness 

is constructed from cosmic consciousness to transcendental consciousness.  There are 

different transformations in our life: gross life to divine life, man to super- man, and mind to 

super-mind.  The absolute can be appeared as consciousness-force (tāpas śakti) in his pure 

existence. According to him, the consciousness-force belongs to the highest hemisphere of 

the universe; it is an infinite nature of reality. (B. K. Lal, Contemporary Indian Philosophy, 

Motilal Bananarsidas, Delhi, 1999, pp 163- 64).  

According to K. C. Bhattacharya, both science and philosophy deal with the 

expressions of theoretic-consciousness; it is theoretic because it is communicable judgement 

which has at least one ground on which it will be acceptable with a believed-content. 

Theoretic-consciousness is a type of understanding of what is speakable. There are four types 
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or grades of theoretic-consciousness, these are: (i) empirical, (ii) objective, (iii) subjective 

and (iv) transcendental. Philosophy does not deal with the empirical consciousness, but it 

deals with the last three types of consciousness. According to S. Radhakrishnan, self-

knowledge is possible only through intuition, intuition is the higher stage of intelligence, and 

self-consciousness is an intuitive awareness. 

II. Significance / Objectives:   

 The proposed Periodical Lectures Series will fulfil the following objectives:.  

1. To provide the basic knowledge about the philosophy of consciousness to the participants 

especially to the students. 

2. To help the participants for acquiring the knowledge of the different perspectives of 

consciousness from the Indian contemporary philosophy.   

3. To search the relationship between object of consciousness and the subject of 

consciousness from the philosophical point of view. 

4. To motivate our students towards the process of how to develop consciousness level of 

mind.  

5. To improve the level of knowledge of our students. 

6. To increase the interest of students to the detail study of the philosophy of consciousness. 

 

To organize a periodical lecture series, we have submitted a proposal to the ICPR on the 

topic “

ICPR has kindly selected our proposal and has sanctioned a grant for ”. The 

organizing the said programme. After receiving the sanction order issued by the ICPR, we 

have taken initiative to organize this venture, and for this occasion, we have arranged a 

meeting for formation of organizing committee, and as per suggestion of the committee, we 

have invited four eminent speakers: Dr. Tapan Kumar De, Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, 

Vidyasagar University, Dr. Jhadeswar Ghosh, Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Vidyasagar 

University, Dr. Sarbani Banerjee, Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Rabindra Bharati 

University, Dr. Sabita Samanta, Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, West Bengal State 

University. The above eminent speakers have delivered their speeches on the topic of the said 

programme. The first day, 29
th
 Feb. 2024, our principal Sir Dr. Swapan Kumar Misra has 

inaugurated this programme. Our two senior teachers Dr. Subhas Chandra, HOD & Associate 

Professor, Dept. of Philosophy and Prof. Abani Kumar Tripathy, HOD & Associate 

Professor, Dept. of Commerce have jointly participated as chair-persons of the lecture-

session.  On 29
th
 Feb. 2024 the 1

st
 day, Dr. Tapan Kumar De has delivered a lecture on “ 

Jiddu Krishnamurti on Social Consciousness”, and Dr. Jhadeswar Ghosh has delivered a 

lecture on “ Sri Aurobindo on Spiritual Evolution”. On 1
st
 march, 2024, the second day, Dr. 

Sabita Samanta has  delivered a lecture on “ Understanding Consciousness: An Approach 

from the Perspective of J.N. Mohanty” , and   Dr. Sarbani Banerjee has delivered a lecture on 

“ Advaita Vedanta as the Theory of Consciousness: A Contemporary Outlook”.   
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